



































































































































The only cage furnishing was a tree stump in the center of the enclosure. It was unclear
how many animals were housed in this enclosure. However, it should be noted that in
the wild Coatimundi females and young males up to two years of age are gregarious
and travel through their territories in loosely-organized bands made up of four to 25
individuals, foraging with their offspring on the ground or in the forest canopy. Males
over two years become solitary due to behavioural disposition and collective aggression
from the females, and will join the female groups only during the breeding season.

Rabbits — The rabbits in the outdoor cages had no provision for water . Any snow
present was contaminated with feces and urine and the bedding was likewise fouled
with enormous amounts of feces and urine soaked snow. The urine was extremely
concentrated which supports dehydration.

At least two of the rabbits had a
nasal discharge characteristic of a
disease known as Pasteurellosis.
This disease can cause anything
from conjunctivitis, to nasal
discharge (known as “snuffles”), to
pneumonia to sudden death.
Pasteurellosis cannot be cured,
only managed. The disease is
easily spread between rabbits
especially when in high density
situations.




The size of the wire mesh used for this rabbit enclosure is of the size that their heads
could fit through predisposing to injury. Plastic containers from tomatoes and
strawberries were in with the rabbits. Elastic bands and wire twist-ties were also noted.
Plastics and rubber can cause intestinal obstructions. Feces on the outside of
enclosure indicates that the animals are coming and going from the enclosure which
could pose a risk for spread of disease to wild rabbits.
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The indoor rabbit cages had walls splattered with urine and feces.

The only food available
for the animals was a
cracked corn/pea
mixture.

A proper diet consists of
predominately loose hay
L ‘ and mixed leafy greens,
' and only a small amount
of grains. The diet
offered here would lead
gl i to malnourishment
it ; o obesity and malocclusion
- and is inappropriate
: B daeas especially for a lactating
doe.
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The water in the bowls were contaminated with fecal matter and some had tipped over,
leaving animals without water.

These rabbit enclosures are extremely small and there was no enrichment provided to
the animals and only a scant amount of bedding was present in some pens and all was
fecal contaminated. Many of the cages were unlocked and some had paint stripping off
of the metal bars and mesh.
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Additionally, the fact that the nests aren’t hidden from human disturbance puts the
babies at risk of cannibalism by the doe.

Sugar glider- Number of animals not determined as
they were hidden from view

The vertical orientation of the cage does not
promote natural gliding behaviour.

The water bottle on the cage was empty

The mesh walls were encrusted with old fruit and
dust and the wooden floor covered with feces.

Apples were the only food item observed.
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Degu — This enclosure was made of wood and
wire mesh which was rusted and separating from
the door to the cage. The water bowl contained
dark-brown, fouled water and there was
excessive amounts of feces mixed in with the
bedding. Feces was also strewn all along the
wooden resting shelf. In addition the climbing
apparatus was badly chewed including the
carpet, potentially toxic if ingested, which can
cause mechanical obstruction of the intestines.

The cage was latched but not locked
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Gerbil & hamsters — These animals were housed in 10 gallon aquariums with “gerbil”
and “hamster” written in felt pen on glass. No other information was provided. There
were few provisions in these cages and the animals had no ability to hide which is
important for prey species.

Reptiles

Turtles — This cage was not labeled however it appeared to house 2 Red-Eared
Sliders.

Water was a dark and
murky green-brown,
heavily contaminated
with algae, feces and
waste. One “feeder”
goldfish seen briefly as it
swam near the surface.

| am unsure how any fish
could survive for any
period of time in this
water as organic matter
contamination depletes
the water of oxygen and
creates high nitrate
concentrations.

49



The only provisions for the turtles were a few rocks and a heat lamp. No full spectrum
lighting was observed. The 4-inch water depth and the space taken up by haul-out
rocks did not permit normal movement or exercise.

Tortoise — There was no identification on this exhibit. The aquarium tank glass was
filthy and no visual security was afforded this animal. The tortoise’s shell was
misshapen, a potential sign of disease. Environmental conditions were inadequate.

The food was fecal-
contaminated hay
and scattered bits of
romaine lettuce.
There was an empty
bag of “Caesar salad
mix” in the bucket on
the food preparation
table across from this
tank. There were also
some pellets on the
tank floor, it was
unclear if this was
bedding material or
food matter. The
“bedding” covered
only half of the glass
bottom.

A tiny tippable ceramic water dish, with a thin layer of fouled water, was present.
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Snake — The snake in this enclosure was not identified, but appeared to be a constrictor
species. The glass walls of the aquarium were dirty and a bowl contained contaminated
discoloured water. The snake lay in corner of the sparsely furnished tank, under a heat
lamp. The only cage furnishing was a twig.

Green iguana —

This animal was not
identified on the display.
The cage was made of
wood and metal with a
glass front (which is
inappropriate for this
species). There is little
ventilation in this sort of
display.

The cage was only twice
as long as the animal
and therefore does not
provide enough space
for exercise. There was
no ability for the animal
to hide in this cage and there was no bedding provided for the animal.
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BIRDS

Blue and Gold Macaw and Amazon Parrot
This cage was constructed from wood and
metal and the metal had peeling paint and
feces splattered on it. Long thin wire feeding
through top of cage pose a serious danger to
the birds.

The floor was laden with feces and the
Macaw’s beak was overgrown due to a lack
of adequate enrichment in the cage.
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The vertical orientation of the cage
restricts the birds’ ability to fly and
therefore they cannot obtain adequate
exercise. The quality of air in the building
was poor; birds are susceptible to poor
air quality. In addition there was no ability
for the birds to remove themselves from
view.
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Zebra finches mislabeled as African Lovebirds - This cage had twist ties holding

door onto the rusted cage bars.
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Contaminated drinking water and food bowls-bowls vulnerable to contamination and

spillage as placed on the floor. The floor was feces laden.
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The Archangel Pigeon

This is one of the most brilliantly
colored pigeons of them all. It is|
called the Archangel or Gimpel de
pending on the country you ai

. from. 3

- It should be noted that the Archan.
gel is no doubt the Peak Crested =
variety of ‘the Dark Bronze Black
Winged Gimpel. A ;

The most significant feature of the Archangel is I;heabundanceof

metallic luster over. the plumage, thus rendering colorful parls of
‘ the plumage that would olherwlse appear l.o bedull., 2

Ring—neck doves — There were several
birds in this enclosure, with access to an
outside enclosure. The only perches
were positioned next to the access door
to the outdoors, forcing the birds to sit by
draughty, cold door. The vertical
orientation of the cage does not allow
normal flight or exercise. There was a
large artificial spruce tree which extended
from the upper perches to the ground.
This “tree” is encrusted with several
layers of bird droppings. The artificial tree
and solitary nesting basket in the outdoor
pen is also encrusted with layers of fecal
material. There is a gap in the door to the
outdoor enclosure that would permit a
weasel to get in which could decimate the
flock.

A single water bowl containing a brownish
fluid sits on the floor of the cage and had
apparently been tipped.

Birds observed mating in this cage.

Pigeon — A small,
overhead, wood and
wire cage labeled
Archangel pigeon had
only one bird in it.
The cage was far too
small to permit much
more than a few
steps back and forth
let alone flight. The
sign was attached
with wire that
protruded into cage
and posed a hazard.
As was consistent
with the other bird
cages, this one was
also laden in feces.
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Conure and cockatiels - This unlabeled cage was constructed of wood and metal
mesh. The enclosure had limited light exposure leaving it extremely dark. There were
limited perching opportunities for the birds, forcing some to sit on their food and water
bowls leaving them contaminated with feces while others had to cling to the mesh walls
of the cage.
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This was another vertically oriented bird cage that restricts the ability of the birds to fly

or exercise. One of the perch covers had been chewed off and there was extensive
dust and cobweb accumulation on the walls of the cage.

Peafowl — No peafowl were observed during our investigation, however Guzoo’s web
site indicates that there are some on the property.

Emus - This enclosure appears to be a feedlot set-up in an expansive open field with
minimal shelters and windbreaks. There was a dilapidated wooden shelter and coils of
unused fencing material inside enclosure.
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The emu numbered at least 30 individuals and were mixed with Scottish Highland cattle
and Barbados Blackbelly Sheep. There was a transport trailer behind the residence to
the property which advertised both the “Emu Palace” and “Odd & Unusual
Management-Exotic Animal & Bird Sales” and made reference to the Innisfail Auction
Mart.

The automatic watering devices were non-operational.
The access door on the north side had a gap at the bottom of at least a foot (likely more

once the snow melts) which would allow access by other animals into the enclosure
such as wild coyotes or domesticated dogs.
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The signage on this enclosure made reference only to the Scottish Highland Cattle.

The fence along the west border was not very high and there were only fence posts with
no secondary fence on this side. The fencing was piece-meal. There were exposed
nails, loose wire and strapping holding it together at some points.

Emus evolved to live in semi arid grasslands and desert woodlands. It may be argued
that their long, thick, double quilled feathers help maintain a constant body temperature,
but this has only been demonstrated between he ambient temperature range of -5 to
45°C (Journal of Comparative Physiology B: Biochemical, Systemic, and Environmental
Physiology Volume 164, Number 6, 464-472). Alberta winters are typically much colder
than -5 °C and for extended periods. As well, the long naked legs of the emu are a
source of heat loss when not tucked in beneath the birds.
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Ducks — There were a few ducks in the snow
inside of the domesticated goat enclosure. The
birds were huddled next to a discarded clear
plastic food container in the goat/pig enclosure.

CANADA GEESE - There was no roof on Canada goose enclosure indicating that the
geese were likely pinioned. The only enrichment was a stump with artificial pine boughs
wired to it. No water was provided

The fencing was in a state of disrepair missing numerous boards and the posts on the
chainlink fence are were very rusty.

Geese fed off the ground and the feed mixed with feces.
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Great Horned owl — There was no ability for this bird to escape from public view and
he/she became extremely agitated when people were near the cage.

Guzoo’s web site indicated that the bird was acquired from a rehabilitation center after
he suffered a permanent injury to his wing that left him flightless.
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Dilapidated equipment and related issues

There were two signs posted on door,
the first read “Strongly recommended
that hands be washed after contact
with animals”, and the second,
“CAUTION: dust in this facility may

aggravate allergies”. First, there were

no provisions for hand
washing/disinfection anywhere inside
this building and the disinfectant
dispenser outside was empty; and
second, there was only one small

ceiling fan which was filthy, rusted and

not in operation.

The poor air quality was due to lack of ventilation
and several month’s (at least) accumulation of
feces, ammonia from bird droppings, urine,

B feather dust, house dust and dirt. This poor air

quality is harmful not only to allergy sufferers, but
to all humans and animals.

The older Reznor duct furnace located in the barn
was rusted, dusty, cobwebbed and there were
large gaps where it was piped into the ceiling.

| This equipment could pose a fire hazard and
| should be checked to determine if it is safe.
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General Conditions

The flooring in the
building is concrete and
does not have drains or
gutters. This floor was
covered in dirt, feces and
urine, including the
alleyway and food
preparation area
included. Some of the
feces on the floor
appeared to be from the
free-roaming cats which
were not provided a litter
in this building.

There were no water
taps or hoses visible in
this building. The water
appears to be hauled in
5 gallon pails. One of the
free roaming cats was
observed having to use
it's paw to access water.

Under and around the food preparation table was
cat feces, some fluid leakage (possibly urine) and
other dirt and debris.
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This table was located just
inside the door next to the
Degu, and in front of the
“Cat Adoption Center”. The
bin which contained loose
hay and a plastic bin labeled
“Mixed Grains”, was located
on the other side of the main
corridor in front of the
Macaw cage and next to a
pen of rabbits.

The indoor area had very little natural light for the animals. The building has only two
small windows on one wall to allow in sunlight. Other lighting consisted of a few banks

of fluorescent lights.

The walls of both
outdoor isolation
pens were fecal and
urine stained.

One pen contained a
ewe and her triplets.
There was an
overturned bucket in
with them. The door
to this pen was held
closed by a strap
which allowed an
opening large enough
for a lamb to escape
or an animal (ie:
weasel, fox, cat) to
come in.

The alley way and the second isolation pen were piled with junk (ie: old pails, plastic

bins, chairs, crates, baskets, cat kennels, lumber)
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In the corridor, a water bowl had been left out
presumably for dogs and cats roaming the premises. A
quarter of this bowl was filled with dark brown,
contaminated water.

Domesticated dogs were observed running in the zoo

A pile of food (buns, etc) and garbage in front of the adjacent building had a cat and a
dog rummaging through it at times
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Handling wild animals at Guzoo

For many years the owner of Guzoo has hand-raised animals and offered the public
opportunities to handle the babies, including tigers, lions, bears and other potentially
dangerous species. Not only is this potentially dangerous, it also has animal welfare
implications and can be a source of miseducation to zoo visitors.

It seems there is little regard for the incredible psychological distress that both the
mother and the infant experience (and even other members of a social group) when the
separation occurs. In addition to the initial trauma, the impact of hand-rearing can
extend in to adulthood, and even affect future generations. "lt's well documented that
hand raising has long-term behavioral effects,” admits AZA director Michael Hutchins.
He goes on to explain, "animals become socially attached to human caretakers, and
later on in life can develop a sociosexual attachment to the species that hand raised
them. In a popular sense, you can say they are confused about their species identity.
This can have a long-term effect on breeding." In fact, hand-raised animals often reach
sexual maturity earlier than their wild counterparts, they often do not respond
appropriately in breeding situations, and they suffer from low fertility rates. Hand-raised
animals do not have the opportunity to learn social behaviors which are normally
imparted by their mother initially and then by interacting with their social group. It is
understandable therefore that they would be confused about babies in general, let alone
the process of delivering one, and then caring for one. It should come as no surprise

that such an unskilled mother could reject, attack or even Kkill her offspring.

There is also evidence to suggest that having people interact with an imprinted animal
devoid of any "wild" behavior, experienced completely out of context and under the
control of humans, not only perpetuates the notion of man's dominance over animals,
but it actualy results in mis-education and devalues the animal in the eyes of the

spectator.

The practice of removing baby animals from their parents at a young age is outdated,
cruel and clearly outlines that this zoo is more concerned about entertainment of visitors
than education or animal welfare.

63



